














Datly Report— 








West Europe 





This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
FBIS-WEU-95-240 is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 

Thursday 

14 December 1995 
































Daily Report 
West Europe 
FBIS-WEU-95-240 CONTENTS 14 December 1995 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
De Charette on Recognition of Ex-Yugoslav States [Belgrade TANJUG] 2.......00.0.0..000cceeeeceeceeeeeveveveees | 
Germany's Kohl in Paris, Welcomes Bosnia Accord [DDP/ADN] 2o.........0..c.cc.ccccccceeeeeeeeeevereeveeveevnveven l 
Chernomyrdin in Paris, Urges End to Sanctions [Belgrade TANJUG] o.....0..0.2..cccccccececeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeevroees l 
Contact Group, Islamic States Back Bosnia Plan [Belgrade TANJUG] o..........c0.0.ccccccceeeeceveeeeseeeeveveeee l 
OIC Ministers To Discuss Balkan Stability [AFP J ..2...0......cccccccccccccccccceeecceeeeseeeeeveverenseesereesceeseeonnverseens 2 
Pakistan Minister Requests OIC Role in Bosnia [Islamabad Radio] 22.........00.c.c0cceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeem osccenees 2 
Possible U.S. Role in Aircraft Project Seen [LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES 13 Dec] o....0.0000.0000c0000000000- 3 
BENELUX 
Belgium 
Defense Minister Says Budget ‘Insufficient (LA LIBRE BELGIQUE 13 Dec] .o..........0000000000-. 4 
Government To Contribute to NATO Bosnia Force [AFP] oo......ccccccccccsecseeseeeeeee oeseeeeeneeneerereees 
Netherlands 
Ministers View Plan for Sending Troops to Bosnia {Hilversum TV] o........ccccccccccccccceeeeeeeeevnnes 4 
Parliament To Approve Troops [NRC HANDELSBLAD 9 Dec] o.o..0..000000000cc00eeeeeeeeeeeveooes 5 
Second Chamber on Conditions /ALGEMEEN DAGBLAD 13 Dec] oocooccococcccccccvcoceececeseees 5 
Troops From Bihac to Zenica [NRC HANDELSBLAD 11 Dec] ooo.0.000.000000000000000e00e0veerevvem 6 
UN Tribunal Continues War Crime Proceedings /HET FINANCIEELE DAGBLAD /2 Dec ] 6 
GERMANY 
Ruehe Discusses NATO Mission in Bosnia (STERN 14 Dec] oo..cc..ccccccccccccesceseeseveseneveneneeennvnnnenvnvevenen 7 
Commentary on Western ‘Irresponsibility’ in Bosnia /FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE /4 Dec] _..... 8 
Commentary Notes Threats to Accord Implementation /SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 14 Dec] _....... 9 
Commentary Foresees Split in Western Alliance [DIE WELT 14 Dec] ooccccccccccccccccccccceeseeeeeeseeevvveevevens 10 
Notes Suggest BND Involvement in Plutonium Deal /SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 13 Dec] _.......... 1] 
Schmidbauer, BND Denial [Munich TV] oocccccccccccccccccccccccccccccecececececseeesseeeeeverenenseceeeeeeensssnsveesseenes 12 
FRANCE 
Chirac: Bosnian Conflict To Leave “Deep Wound’ [AFP] ooooccccccccccccccccccccsssssesessesnveneeseesevennenvvnvens — 13 
De Charette: Bosnia Peace Not U.S. ‘Product’ [AFP] o...cccccccccccccccccccessessesssseseesesevsnvecnensnrensnennenenevnes | 13 
Wary Over Treaty Implementation [Paris RAdiO] ...........cccccccccceeeseeseseseseevssesensenensenveneeveveneensvenee 13 
Dealing Over Bosnian War Criminals Pondered (LE FIGARO 14 Dee] oococccccccccccccccecscecsevcevseeevevsvenvne 14 














FBIS-WEU-95-240 
14 December 1995 


De Charette on Recognition of Ex-Yugoslav States 


LD1312185295 Belgrade TANJUG in English 
1839 GMT 13 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, Dec. 13 (TANJUG) 
— French Foreign Minister Herve de Charetie said 
on Wednesday that on the fringes of the Paris peace 
conference on Bosnia underway are certain contacts 
which could shortly result in the mutual recognition of 
certain former Yugoslav republics. 


De Charette told a press conference that this will be 
discussed at the minisierial meeting which just started 
at the Royaumont Abbey close to Paris and which 
will discuss and adopt the declaration on stability and 
good—neighborly relations in southeast Europe. 


The ministerial meeting will be attended by the foreign 
ministers of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, Croa- 
tia, Slovenia, the Muslim-Croat Federation, the For- 
mer Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Albania, Roma- 
nia, Hungary, Bulgaria, the United States, Russia, and 


Turkey. 


The adoption of the declaration opens up perspectives 
for confidence-buiiding and cooperation in the region 
which, due to the recent war in the territory of ‘he former 
Yugoslavia, was excluded from the pact on stability in 
Europe, which was adopted last March in Paris. 


Germany’s Kohl in Paris, Welcomes Bosnia Accord 


LD1412110695 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
1027 GMT 14 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Paris (DDP/ADN) — German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl has said Germany will play 
its part in safeguarding peace in Bosnia. Kohl said 
in a speech marking the signing of the Bosnia peace 
agreement in Paris today that he hopes soldiers and 
relief workers will be “received as friends.” He pointed 
out that this will be the first time Germany is involved 
to such a degree in an international peace mission, and 
is doing so out of solidarity with its partners and the 
people in Bosnia. 


Kohl described the peace agreement as a “sign of hope 
for millions of people.” Although the signing of the 
agreement does not mean peace itself, the message will 
go from Paris that peace in Bosnia is the “common, 
unshakeabie goal of the conflicting parties and of the 
international community.” 


He said the presidents of Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia. 
and Serbia took a “courageous” step in reaching the 
agreement. The world is now counting on “al! those 
involved to keep their word.” He said it is particularly 
gratifying that Bosnia-Herzegovina will remain a unified 
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State and that refugees will have the right to return home 
or to receive compensation for lost property. 


Kohl added that peace, security, and human rights have 
to be supplemented by realistic prospects of reconstruc- 
tion and a viable future. He said more than 400,000 
Bosnian refugees have taken refuge in Germany alone. 
They are entitled to expect that future developments in 
their country will “enable them to return to a dignified 
existence.” He stressed that rebuilding Bosnia is a “de- 
manding task” for all those involved and called for a 
“fair international sharing of the burden.” 


Chernomyrdin in Paris, Urges End to Sanctions 


LD1412131895 Belgrade TANJUG in English 
1259 GMT 14 Dec 95 


{"Pool” item] 
{[FBiS Transcribed Text] Paris, Dec. 14 (TANJUG) — 
The Serb people should finally be rid of the burden of 


sanctions, Russian Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
said on Thursday. 


Speaking at the ceremony of signing the Bosnia peace 
agreement in Paris, Chernomyrdin said that Russia had 
been persistent in its efforts for lifting the sanctions 
against Yugoslavia and that the civilian aspect of the 
reconstruction was currently the most important. 


The agreement should be implemented in practice and 
this can be achieved only with the good will of all sides, 
which have to be treated impartially, Chernomyrdin 
said. 

He said that the main objective — peace — had been 
achieved and added that the signing of the agreement 
was also a great responsibility. 


The leaders of the countries of the former Yugoslavia 
should now show great decisiveness in its implementa- 
tion, the Russian prime minister said. 


Chernomyrdin, who previously signed the peace agree- 
ment on behalf of Russia, which is a ‘Contact Group’ 
member, said that Russia would continue to play an ac- 
tive role in all phases of the establishing of peace in the 
former Yugoslavia. 


Russia is ready to make the highest contribution, is 
ready for cooperation with Serbia, Croatia and Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, Chernomyrdin said. 


Contact Group, Islamic States Back Bosnia Plan 
LD1312193895 Belgrade TANJUG in English 
1928 GMT 13 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, Dec. 13 (TANJUG) — 
The foreign ministers of the international Contact Group 
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and Islamic nations on Wednesday backed the Bosnian 
peace agreement to be signed in Paris on Thursday, 
pledging support for its speedy and comprehensive 
implementation. 

In a joint declaration adopted in the Royaumont Abbey 
north of Paris, the ministers agreed that a reconstruction 
of a unified Bosnia was necessary to lasting peace, in 
which the diversity of all the communities would be 
respected. 

The implementation of the agreement is primarily the 
responsibility of the three sides involved in the conflict 
— Muslim, Serb, and Croat, said the ministers. 
French Foreign Minister Herve de Charette said the 
task of the meeting was to confirm the unity of the 
international community in its efforts to ensure a rapid 
and overall implementation of the peace agreement or. 
Bosnia. 


The ministers insisted in particular on the need for 
ensuring full security and equal treatment to all sides in 
Bosnia after the agreement takes effect, said de Charette. 


The international community demands that the Bosnian 


government guarantee full rights and security to the 
Serbs in Sarajevo, said de Charette. 


High representative for Bosnia Carl Bildt said a mission 
would be sent to Sarajevo immediately to meet with the 
two sides and agree on implementing the agreement so 
that all sides enjoy equal rights and security. 


Asked about negotiations for a possible deal on mu- 
tual recognition of the former Yugoslav republics, de 
Charette said it could be expected on Thursday morn- 
ing, after discussioas on the issue, when a declaration 
on the stability and strengthening of good-neighborly 
relations in southeastern Europe will be adopted. 


OIC Ministers To Discuss Balkan Stability 


AU1312105795 Paris AFP in English 
1022 GMT i3 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Royaumont, France, Dec 13 
(AFP) — Leaders of the Organization of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) began talks in an abbey north of Paris 
on Wednesday aimed at hammering out how they can 
contribute to a stability pact for the Balkans. 


The foreign ministers of eight OIC states — Egypt, Iran, 
Malaysia, Morocco, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, 
and Turkey — met as part of a day of negotiations 
here ahead of the signing of the Dayton peace accords 
Thursday. 


Their discussions were focussed on “how the OIC can 
support the stabilization of Bosnia, and the implementa- 
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tion of the peace accords” signed in Dayton, Ohio, next 
month, the French Foreign Ministry said. 


Later Wednesday the foreign ministers of SO countries 
were due to meet at the Royaumont Abbey, some 50 
kilometers (30 miles) north of Paris, to discuss the 
stability pact for the Balkans. 


The talks come ahead of the signing at the Elysee 
Palace in central Paris on Thursday of the peace accord 
initialled last month by the presidents of Serbia, Croatia 
and Bosnia-Herzegovina. 


Wednesday's talks had been due to be held in central 
Paris, but were moved out to this conference centre, 
near Paris’ main airport at Roissy, due to strike action 
which has gridlocked much of the country for nearly 
three weeks. 


Pakistan Minister Requests OIC Role in Bosnia 


BK1412035495 Islamabad Radio Pakistan Network 
in English 0300 GMT 14 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The forcign minister, Sardar 
Asif Ahmad Ali, has called upon the Euro-American 
Contact Group on Bosnia-Herzegovina to ensure in- 
volvement of OIC [Organization of Islamic Conference] 
countries in the implementation of Bosnian peace accord 
being formally signed in Paris today. He was speaking 
at the joint session of OIC Contact Group and the Euro- 
American Contact Group on Bosnia-Herzegovina held 
at Abbey Royaumont, some 50 km from Paris yester- 
day. The foreign minister also offered Pakistan's contri- 
butions in terms of its troops for peace operations. He, 
however, made it clear that no such troops should be 
deployed it: Bosnia, which created division on the basis 
of haves and have-nots. 


A joint statement issued after the (?meeting) of the two 
contact groups said they were determined to help Bosnia 
on the path to peace. They emphasized the importance of 
the mobilization of the whole international community 
in the effort. The statement added that implementation 
of the peace accords duc to be signed in Paris today 
are, above all, the responsibility of the parties to the 
conflict in the former Yugoslavia, but the ministers have 
stressed their determination to aid them. The two groups 
expressed the need to reconstruct a unified Bosnia, 
which respects the diversity of its communities and 
sovereignty within internationally recognized borders 
with Sarajevo as its capital. 
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Possible U.S. Role in Aircraft Project Seen 


BR1312162595 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES 
in French 13 Dec 95 p 14 


{Report by Olivier Provost: “Europe-U.S. Negotiations: 
Hope for the Future Transport Aircraft” | 


(FBIS Translated Text} After the French-German agree- 
ment on military satellites which left the door open to 
the Americans French defense officials are hoping to 


repeat the operation in other areas. 


According to a senior French military official, “this 1s 
the first time that two European countries are in agree- 
ment with each other before going to talk with the 
United States, which normally plays on our divisions. 
By succeeding in dealing separately with cach country, 
the U.S. wins the day, given its strength.” “By proceed- 
ing as we did with the satellites, we will be able to 
create joint ventures with the Americans.” Some strate- 
gists even raise the possibility of “constructing a future 
European-U.S. combat aircraft.” In the same way, we 
can recall the recent agreement in principle between 
Paris, Bonn, Rome, and Washington on an antimissile 


missile project. 
Unity Among Europeans Remains To Be Achieved 


As a first step the French authorities are hoping for a 
European agreement on the Future Transport Aircraft 
[FTA] project, which would be open to the Americans. 
“Instead of battling against our U.S. rival, the Hercules 
C130) from Lockheed-Martin, we can battle with it,” 
one of the specialists semmed up. Having studied 
the capacitics of transport aircraft, defense officials 
and industrialists, including those outside France — 
especially the Italians in Alenia — believe that the 
FTA and several U.S. airplanes are complementary. 
The United States could demonstrate a need for several 
dozen airplanes of the FTA type. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 3 


Unity among Europeans, though, remains to be 
achieved. Pushed on by dissensions which were stirred 
up by Washington, the British purchased 25 Hercules 
C130) planes for 5 billion francs, since they were avail- 
able earlier than the FTA. The Italians are threatening 
to do the same. We are, therefore, far from a united 
European front. British Defense Secretary Michael 
Portillo thus states that he cannot guaranive a decision 
by London on the FTA in 1996 as originally foreseen. 
"We want to develop a European capacity in the field 
of heavy aircraft transport, but this is a very complex 
subject with several parameters which we are in the 
middle of evaluating.” 


There is dissension equally between France and Ger- 
many: Paris suspects Bonn of inflating its stated future 
needs for the FTA in order to play a larger role in the 
activities of Airbus Military Company [AMC], the com- 
pany which is going to manage the program. The Ger- 
mans, who, unlike the French, have already revealed 
their level of investments in the FTA, do not appreci- 
ate being under suspicion from the French. Furthermore 
they — especially those at the head of Daimler-Benz- 
Acrospace [DASA] — are asking themselves how the 
British are going to be able to order a large number of 
FTA given that they have just bought the Hercules. 


Thi. criticism is self-serving: Germany and DASA want 
to construct the wings for the FTA but until now, 
British Acrospace, which already produces wings for 
the Airbus, has been the favored manufacturer unless 
London was to turn its back on the FTA. 


We are, therefore, far from a sacred European union 
which would be a precondition for any effective agree- 
ment with the United States. The AMC, though, has not 
ruled out — principally for cost reasons — equipping 
the FTA with U.S. propeller-driven engines. 
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Belgium 
Defense Minister Says Budget ‘Insufficient’ 
BR1312151195 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE 
in French 13 Dec 95 p4 


[Report by "PV": “Poncelet: “My Budget Is Insuffi- 
cient"”} 


(FBIS Translated Text] Following the resignation of 
Leo Delcroix at the ead of last year, no less than three 
ministers have succeeded one another at the head of the 
Defens> Ministry: Karel Pinxten, Melchior Wathelet, 
and Jean-Pol Poncelet. The first two scarcely had the 
time to get the hang of the position. If nothing happens, 
the third minister will be less short-lived and should 
leave more of a mark on the development of the armed 
forces. 


On Tuesday [12 December] he had his first contact with 
the press after 100 days in power and already 30,000 
km to his record (not counting flights). 


Delay 


The restructuring of the Army, which is supposed 
to reduce it to 40,000 soldiers and 5,000 civilians 
in 1998, has been delayed. Despite the formulas set 
up (transfers tc the national police, agreements with 
the public services), “no significant release of military 
personnel was noted during the first three years of 
the implementation of the plan,” the minister observed. 
Some 4,250 personnel have yet to leave. “Therefore, to 
do it right, I should accomplish in two years what should 
have been done in five years,” he said. To encourage 
people to leave their jobs the minister plans to introduce, 
among other things, end-of-career vacations, five years 
from their pensions (with between 80 and 90 percent of 
salary), and leaving bonuses. In the meantime the effects 
of the surplus numbers are being limited by temporarily 
allocating military staff to civilian functions, without 
forgetting the need to recruit civilian personnel. 

In addition, the ministry is seeking to maintain the 
supply of troops, among whom there is a shortage of 
young people and a threat of a linguistic imbalance (too 
many French-speakers). For the reserves, which can no 
longer rely on the ranks of people in military service, 
Poncelet will propose a draft bill at the beginning of 
next year. And all this without neglecting to restore the 
Army's image, which has been rather knocked about 
recently. Horizon 2000 


And the crux of the matter? For the minister taere is no 
doubt: The good people have given enouga. The non- 
indexation of the budget, which has accumulated 28.8 
billion Belgian francs [BFr] in savings in five years, 
cannot continue. A budget limited to BFr98 billion is 
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“insufficient to face up to the demands of an effective 
professional army.... Therefore, the credit freeze is 
untenable ia the 'ong run.” As regards investments, the 
medium-term plan adopted in 1993 will be updated and 
should be spread over 10 years (with the last five years 
revisable). “Moreover, | have wanted to extend its limit 
to the year 2000, because the absence of a medium- 
and long-term plan is preventing industry from defining 
Strategic directions.” 


But everything is interconnected: Funds must be made 
available by releasing personnel, even if a margin 
remains (extended until the year 2000 by the framework 
law) due to the sale of property or equipment. It should 
be noted, on a more domestic level. that the privatization 
trials of catering activities for the Army hive taken a 
long time: They will come to an end on | January. 


On the international level, the minister plans to use 
the Belgian presidency of the WEU [Western European 
Union] (in the second half of 1996) “to help to move 
forward the process of creating a joint defense policy.” 
He has also proposed maintaining Belgian troops in 
East Slavonia in the framework of the peacekeeping 
operations and after consultation on the mandate. 


Government To Contribute to NATO Bosnia Force 


AU1412162795 Paris AFP in English 
1547 GMT 14 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Brussels, Dec 14 (AFP) — The 
Belgian Government said Thursday it would send a 355- 
strong engineering and mechanical transport battalion to 
Bosnia as part of NATO's peace accord implementation 
force (IFOR). 


The battalion, to be dubbed “BelSupBat,” will leave 
Belgium carly next year, the Defence Ministry said. 


Belgium already has around 700 soldiers in the UN Pro- 
tection Force stationed in eastern Slavonia, northeastern 
Croatia. 


Netherlands 


Ministers View Plan for Sending Troops to Bosnia 


BR1112144395 Hilversvan Nederland-i Television 
Network in Dutch 1900 GMT 9 Dec 95 


[Video reports by correspondents Tine van Houts from 
London and Maryse Ducheine from The Hague — 
recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Van Houts] [passage omit- 
ted] Foreign Minister Van Mierlo, who attended the 
London conference [on Bosnia}, believes that the 2,000 
Netherlands troops in Bosnia will not run extremely 
high risks. 
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{Van Mierio}] It is NATO's firm intention to reduce 
risks as much as possible and to take action only when 
troops are in danger. So the situation is different from 
the UNPROFOR [UN Protection Force] era which we 
have behind us. Force may Se used and that will surely 
happen if there is an incident. [passage omitted] 
[Maryse Ducheine] The cabinet believes that the Nether- 
lands has to follow suit to give peace a chance in the for- 
mer Yugoslavia. In addition, Defense Minister Voorho- 
eve is convinced that NATO, in contrast to the United 
Nations, will be able to accomplish its mission. 
[Voorhoeve] We are sending about 2,100 troops, some 
of which are already in the former Yugoslavia because 
they are part of the UN peace force. But this is now 
becoming a NATO peace force. 

[Ducheine}] What has been decisive in making this 
decision? Initially there had been some reserve. 

. Yoorhoeve] There is a peace agreement; most NATO 
countries have approved their contributions, some of 
them have even announced major contributions; there 
is a total of 60,000 troops; Russia is also participating. 
The Netherlands contribution of 2,100 troops is, I think, 
reasonable given our Country's size. 


[Ducheine] Is it a sound decision at this moment? 


[Voorhoeve] The cabinet believes that it certainly is and 
we will discuss the issue with the Second Chamber as 
soon as possible. [passage omitted] 


Parliament To Approve Troops 


BR1212094795 Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD 
in Dutch 9 Dec 95 pl 


[Unattributed report: “The Netherlands Sending 2,060 
Military to Bosnia”} 

{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Hague/London — The 
Netherlands Government has agreed to provide 2,060 
troops for the new peacekeeping force in Bosnia. 
They will be incorporated in the [FOR [Implementation 
Force] peacekeeping force made up of 60,000 “Green 
Helmets” who must monitor the observance of the peace 
agreement ior the former Yugoslavia during a period 
of at least one year. This was decided by the cabinet 


yesterday. 


The IFOR Greer, Helmets going to Bosnia will be more 
heavily armed tan the UN Blue Helmets. According to 
Prime Minister Kok they are capable of taking “tougher” 
action. However, this does not make the peacekeeping 
mission “a risk-free operation,” the prime minister said. 
There will be no pub/sc hearing on the fall of Srebrenica. 
The cabinet has decided that the Second Chamber 
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may only interrogate four Netherlands UN military 
men about factual information during private hearings. 
Party experts concluded yesterday that a parliamentary 
majority would settle for interrogations behind closed 
doors. [passage omitted} 


Next week the Second Chamber will decide on the 
sending of troops to Bosnia. The VVD [People’s Party 
for Freedom and Democracy] is the only party to 
object. The biggest part ©: the Netherlands force will 
be 1,700 ground troops. They will be deployed under 
British command in the southwest of Bosnia, along with 
Canadian and Czech troops. 


Second Chamber on Conditions 


BR1412115795 Rotterdam ALGEMEEN DAGBLAD 
in Dutch 13 Dec 95 p 3 


[Unattributed report: “Parliamcnt Sets Limit for Troops 
for Bosnia” ] 
[FBIS Translated Text] The Hague — Subject to strict 


conditions the Second Chamber has agreed to the 
deployment of 2,100 Netherlands soldiers for the NATO 


peacekeeping force in Bosnia. 


The Chamber does not want to walk away from the 
responsibility of participation, but it is demanding that 
the Netherlanders, who together with the British will 
have to operate in hazardous arcas, are given maximum 
guarantees for their safety. 


The CDA [Christian Democratic Appeal] and VVD 
[People’s Party for Freedom and Democracy] believe 
that the Netherlands should withdraw if the United 
States and United Kingdom withdraw their troops after 
one year, as these countries have already announced. 


PvdA [Labor Party] and D66 [Democrats 66] do not rul- 
out the possibility that after the withdrawal of the United 
States and United Kingdom a role will remain for the 
Netherlands troops in managing the peace in the former 
Yugoslavia. Hoekema (D66) said: “U.S. participation 
after December 1996 is not a hard condition.” 


But it is clear that the Chamber is setting a number of 
other preconditions for sending out soldiers: 


— There must be a clear UN resolution for the NATO 
deployment. 


— The Netherlands units must be better armed. 


— The risks in the region (mines, guerrillas) must be 
limited to a minimum. 

— Netherlands units must be certain of support if they 
run into problems. 
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— After six months the Netherlands contribution must 
be evaluated. 


The VVD also demanded thai the deployment of the 
Netherlanders should not go through if it appeared thal 
NATO was unable to mobilize cnough ground troops. 


In the in the Second Chamber party groups there were 
no doubts yesterday evening about the need to supply 
Netherlands units to the NATO peacekeeping operation, 
to which a total of 60,000 soldiers from all the NATO 
member states and other countries are contributing. “The 
Netherlands cannot stand on the sidelines. lt would 
make itself look foolish internationally,” said Valk 
(PvdA). The CDA wants the lines of command at least 
to be clear. 


According to the cabinet, the risks for the Netherlands 
units are real. Minister Voorhoeve believes that mutual 
support, integrated action, and a unified command 
structure, which are provided for in a NATO context, 
are good guarantees. 


Troops From Bihac to Zenica 


BR1212162495 Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD 
in Dutch 11 Dec 95 p3 


(Unattributed report: “Netherlands Troops for Northwest 
of Vitez"} 


{FBIS Translated Text] The 1,700 Netherlands ground 
troops of the UN peacekeeping force in Bosnia will 
be accommodated in tents to the northwest of Vitez. 
They will be patrolling the demarcation line between 
the Bosnian-Croatian Federation and the Bosnian Serb 
region. The area is ideal for hit-and-run actions and 
stretches from Bihac to Zenica. 

This is stated by Netherlands Defense Minister Voorho- 
eve in a letter to the Second Chamber. He states thai the 
Netherlanders will have to operate in difficult terrain. It 
is hilly and accessibility is a problem in winter. There 
are also many land mines in the former Yugoslavia. 
Armed opposition to the Implementation Force is also 
possible. “The often poorly disciplined armed elements 
and combat groups in Bosnia have many light weapons 
and sometimes also heavy weapons,” Voorhoeve states. 


The commander of the British division, to which the 
Netherlanders will be attached, believes thai his troops 
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must adopt a robust approach. Voorhoeve believes that 
the Netherlands battalion is equipped to do this with its 
muluple resources. A platoon of commandos will also 
be attached to the battahon, together with a number of 
“cold weather specialists.” 


Voorhoeve writes that there arc risks in the peacekeep- 
ing operation. Mutual support, integrated operations, 
and unified command implementation, as are usual with 
NATO, are essential in such circumstances. These fac- 
tors, coupled with the traiming, composilion, weapons, 
fire and air support make possible the aisignament cn- 
trusted to the Netherlands units, Voorhac ve believes. 


UN Tribunal Continues War Crime Proceedings 


BR1212130395 Amsterdam HET FINANCIEELE 
DAGBLAD in Dutch 12 Dec 9S p9Y 


[Unatiributed report: “UN Tribunal Continues To Seek 
Karadzic”| 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} The UN tribunal judging war 
crimes in the former Yugosiavia is not to comply with 
a Russian request to halt proceedings against Bosnian 
Serb leaders Karadzic and Mladic. Chief Prosecutor 
Richard Goldstone made this clear al a press conterence 
in The Hague on Monday [11 December]. 


The appeal by the Russians was submitted to the tribunal 
on Sunday by the Russian ambassador in The Hague. 
Goldstone said that he had refused the Russian request 
almost immediately and that Le saw no legal grounds 
whatsoever to change present policy. 


The UN prosecutor said he did not know whether there 
was any link between the Russian request and France's 
demand for the release of two French pilots who went 
missing in Bosnian-Serb territory in August. “I do not 
know the Russians’ motivaiion,” Goldstone said. 


The tribunal is to uphold its proceedings against Mladic 
and Karadzic and considers that both leaders should be 
arrested if they travel to Paris for the official signing of 
the Dayton agreement. The UN tribunal will ask NATO 
to instruct [FOR [Implementation Force] troops to arrest 
Mladic and Karadzic if their soldiers come across them. 


[passage omitted] 
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Rueite Discusses NATO Mission in Bosnia 


AU1412i2°9195 Hamburg STERN in German 
14 Dec 9S pp 181, 183 


{interview with Germar Defense Minister Volker Ruche 
by Heiko Gebhardt and Ulrike Posche; place and date 
not given: “One Must Not Be Thick-Skinned"] 


(FBIS Translated Text] [STERN] Mr. Ruche, you are 
the father of two sons. What will go through your mind 
when you bid farewell to the young soldicrs at the 
airport? 

{Ruche] Before, this kind of thing used to be a mere 
fact, a simple “exchange of soldiers.” But now, when 
I say goodbye to a soldier who has ici an 11-day old 
child at home, I recall the first Christmas I had with ‘ny 
own chil! How would I have felt to have had to go 
to Yugoslavia right away... The demands on the young 
soldiers are harsh. 


[STERN] Are you at all aware of the moods inside the 
Bundeswehr since the decision to go to Bosnia? 


{Ruche} Of course I am. The troops are ncither boast- 
ful, according to the saying “at last we've made a come- 
back,” or sulking, like some troops were when they were 
deployed to Turkey during the Gulf War. That is one 
of the reasons why we have encountered such a Aigh 
degree of consensus for this mission among the popu- 
lation and in the Bundestag. 

[STERN] Do you fear for the people you arc sending 
off? 


[Ruche] | keep saying that one must not be thick- 
skinned. One must feel personally responsible. On the 
other hand, one must also reach the necessary decisions. 
My task, and the soldiers also sense this, is to sce to 
it that the dangers are minimized and that the troops 
receive very good training. The soldiers ate receiving 
five weeks of training. We are doing everything we can 
to improve the equipment they will need for Yugoslavia, 
and | feel that when one believes ove has done all one 
can, one is entitled to be saiisfed. 


[Stern] General Moltke once said that no plan works 
after the first encounter with the enemy. 


[Ruche}] But there is nc enemy. The opponents in the 
conflict invited NATO to help them establish peace. 


[STERN] Yes, but radicals in all camps are now saying 
they have no intention of adhering to it. 


[Rueche] A peace force can merely create the prerequi- 
sites for peace. It has to separate the conflict parties. 
After that, there have to be elections and a rule of law. 
ht can take at least two generations before a real rap- 
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prochement occurs. But the people there must now icarn 
to live together without weapons. Affer all, our troops 
cannot stay in Bosnia for 70 years until all the hate has 
vanished. 


[STERN] Do you really know what they can expect’? 
the target of attacks. 


{Ruche] That is why the German troops are not being 
positioned on the line of conflict between the Serbs, 
Muslims, and Croats. 


[STERN] You have already stood by the grave of a dead 
German soldier. 


[Ruche] Yes, a German sergeant was killed in Cam- 
bodia. And I have just attended the funeral of seven 
soldiers. | stood before seven coffins. They were the 
crew of a Transall aircraft. They also died on a mission 
I had me. | attended this funeral deliberately because 
one has to share both joy and sorrow. When you sec 
seven coffins, the danger really dawns on you. As de- 
fense minister, one has to accept this. If one accepts 
the danger, at least one does not risk viewing the battle 
merely from the top of the command post, so to speak. 


[STERN] How much blood must be spilled to save 
others? 


[Ruche}] You cannot look at it that way. You have to 
do everything to minimize the danger. But the danger 
is there, of course. You have to weigh it up against 


the hundreds of thousands who died in the war over 
there, all the civilians who lost their lives. Others, too, 
are weighing up this danger. The French have lost 50 
soldiers in Yugoslavia over the past few years. In the 
final reckoning, they died for Europe. 


[STERN] Will you pay a visit to the Balkans yourself? 


[Ruche} Of course | will, as soon as most of the troops 
have been deployed and become operational, about 
February. Right now, | am visiting units and talking 
to the soldiers. | want to see how they are preparing 
themselves. | summon all the commanders and speak to 
them individually. | tell them: “I want to get to know 
you. Tell me about yourself.” 


{STERN} Is that your style of caring for the troops? 


{Ruche} look, when there is a conflict and a serious 
situation, | have to know who the commander is and 
what he is like. Does he have strong nerves? What are 
his strengths and weaknesses” After all, he has to reach 
decisions on my behalf. | have good experience with 
this. For example, | visited Piacenza in the summer and 
spoke to the Luftwaffe commanders. After the official 
talks, | stayed up with three or four commanders until 
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[STERN] Is the chancellor inte:fering morc than he 
normally docs’? 


[Ruche} No, I have great freedom. And there is a great 
amount of trust. 


[STERN] One has the impression that, over the past few 
weeks, you have again been weated as a possible heir 
to Kohl. 


[Ruche] Yes, these are the usual games. 
(STERN) There is talk of a grand coalition and a 


[Ruche] I really have no inclination right now to discuss 
all the rumors about who wants to do what and with 


Of course I am happy to have support, but I contain my 
joy. Times are simply too difficult right now. 


[STERN] Let us get back io the most important topic. 
The American news magazine TIME bears the caption: 
"Is & worth dying for Bosnia” 

[Ruche] If we did nothing, a lot more people would 
che in and for Bosnia. The Muslims are the weakest 
side. If we do not create any peace, we will have a 
Palestine or a Gaza Strip in Europe. The conflict will 
be imternationalized and Islamized. lt could then spread 
like wildfire. Terrorism, too, would spread. One has to 
consider all this seriously. If the war continues over 
there, our peace, too, will be in danger. 


Commentary on Western ‘irresponsibility’ in 
Bosnia 


AU1412114795 Frankfur/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 14 Dec 95 pil 


[Commentary by Johann Georg Reissmuelier: “Hun- 
dreds of Thousands Had to Die First”) 

{FBIS Translated Text) Today in Paris, heads of state 
will draw a political line under the war in the deceased 
Yugoslavia. The sum total under the line is: hundreds 


unleashed it want to be praised and rewarded as the 
bringers of peace. 

The leaders of the Serbs had prepared the war psycho- 
logically and technically for a long time. Then, sup- 
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ported 74 least the beginning by the majority of their 


and 1992 for even half a decade. In 1995, they lost it 
agais, apart from a small remnant. 


However, in Bosnia-Herzegovina, the conquest was 
successful; half of this state is in Serb hands. There 
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Western powers we praising *hemselves for enforcing 
peace. 


They ac cxaggerating. The aggressor is exhausted, not 
$0 much because of the cconomic sanctions, which were 
imposed by the Unied Nations and were never umple- 
mented consistently, but rather because the attacked, 
the Croats apd the Bosnian Muslims, defended them- 
selves and wece not discouraged even when, at the be- 
grening, they .onfromted the tanks of the Belgrade Army 
with almost nothing but thei bare hands. The United 
States, which decided last summer to use its political 
and, symbolically, also its military power for the ben- 
cit of Bosnia and Croatia, can most likely claim some 
credit regarding the peace agreement that will be signed 
in Paris today. Ever since the world has noted disparag- 
ingly that te United States did it just for domestic pol- 
icy reasons, and because Clinton wanted to show the 
VOUETS SOTME SUCCESS. 


However, not even a calculation of ther own domestic 
policy advantages made the European statesmen do 
what was necessary. Is it really true that no European 
government could have gained the voters’ favor with 
a policy of effective action against the aggress«? 
Thea, Europe would have given itself a devastating 
assessment. 


What kind of peace is it tha will be concluded in Paris 
today’ Bosnia-Herzegovina will be divided. The treaty 
says so — there, where it envisages corridors. What 
would be thew purpose if Bosnia remained one state 
with freedom of movement for all, as is also stated in 
the treaty’ The Serb half will find its existence in Serbia, 
even if not a materially comfortable one. However, will 


expects to regain the regions along the Danube River 
that are still occupied by the Serbs through Belgrade’s 
loyalty to the treaty and the determination of the 
international community; as if one could rely on that. 


Kosovo, where the Serb state continues to oppress and 
humiliate the Albanian majority of the population, is 
not mentioned in the Paris peace agreement; the West 
has closed its ears to the ticking of the clock before a 
new disaster. The irresponsibility with which it did not 
prevent the Serb war at first, and then let it continue, 
also characterizes this peace. 
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Commentary Notes Thrests to Accord 
implementation 

AU1412125695 Munich SUEDDEUTSCKE ZEITUNG 
in German 14 Dec 95 p4 


an effect. With it, Chirac compromised his preds: «or 
Francois Mitterrand, whose visit to Sarajevo if jane 
1992 had a decisive influence on the world restricting 
itself to an impartial humanitarian mission by poorly 
armed UN troops. 


Before the signing ceremony in Paris —~- with the two 
downed French pilots as a present for the host — 
Sarajevo was once again the sore point in the Dayton 
peace agreement. In the undivided capital, peace was 
to pave the way for a new co-cxistence of Muslims, 
Serbs, and Croats. In their personal distress, Bosnian 
Serb leaders Radovan Karadzic and General Ratko 
Mladic quickly resorted to threatening a “Buropean 
Beirut,” where their troops would not leave the Serbs 
“im the burch.” After all, they had always claimed 50 
percent of the city as “Serb Sarajevo.” Despite the 
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Even if the two charged wa crimmals, Karadzic and 
Miadic, do not want to sabotage peace openly, sufficacmt 
muncs will be icft to explode the agreement. The tran- 
sitional solution for Croatian castern Slavonia, which 1 
still comrolied by the Serts, is procarvous, and so ts the 
relavonsiup herween Zagreh and Sarajevo, the Bosman 
Croats and the Muslims. But there is hope that the cease- 
fire will hold. 


Commentary Foresees Split in Western Alliance 


AU1412140395 Bertin DIE WELT in German 
14 Dec 9 pa 


(Commentary by Cal Gustav Swochm: “The Second 
Face”) 

{FBIS Translated Text) Will the peace treaty for Bosnia, 
which is to be signed solemnly im the presence of 
mumerous foreign munisters and the “south Slavic” 
Parties to the conflict in Paris today, live up to its name 
— of will we be facing a debacle im the abysses of the 
Balkans in the near future, in spite of massive Western 


to : 
the classical country of the underground, of plots and 
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pensabie for the West and the Amencanms (who wanted 
to send him to bell until recently), has demonstraicd 
brilliantly im the past few days how onc can use these 
two faces in tactical mancuvers. Until the end, be icti 
the Freach im the dak regarding the tac of the two 
pilots who were downed by the Scrhs m August. Bcl- 
grade and the Serb stronghold at Pale lied when they 
Claimed tha thcy knew nothing about the two pilots. It 
was cven said that the two were “kidnapped” by uniden- 
tihed armed men of mayte cven killed. However, be- 
hold, about 48 hours hcfore the large peace ceremony, 
the m.ssing palots suddenly reappeared af the mght mo- 
mem. The French politely thanked Yeltsim and the Rus- 
siams. Paris stressed that it paid no “price” for the re- 
lease. 


Yet a certain price was paid: During the handover of the 
two prisoners, the chicf of the French General Staff, who 
had arrived expecially for this occasion, shook hands 
with the notorious Serh General Miadic — who ts being 
accused of being responsible for the massacre of 6,000 
Muslims in Srebrenica — im a friendly manner. Isn't 
this is a high, maybe too high, price’ 


ht is disquicting that, on the Sertian side, which wan- 
tonly triggered the wat, there has heen no sign of re- 
gret so fat, not to Mention repentance for the monstrous 
crimes, such as mass rapes and the killing of thow- 
sands of civilians. Instead, the Serb envoys — as the 
Serb charge d affaires, Zoran Jeremic, did in Bonn be- 
fore the Franz-Josef-Strauss symposium in Munich — 
simply turn the tables and turn the West, particularly 
Germany, into the culprit. The Germans allegedly “ma- 
nipulated” the “secessionists” in Croatia and Slovema, 
and the West imposed “inhuman” sanctions against poor 
Serbia. How can a sensible dialogue with Belgrade be 
achieved on such an inclieed plane’ 


The suspacion remains that Milosevic is only trying to 
win a fespite before launching another Greater Serman 
round” against his neighbors. The strategic goal of 
his policy is clear: Belgrade and thus Serbia are to 
become the central control power in the southeast. In 
this respect, the strongman from Serbia can partly rely 
on British, maybe on French, and certainly on Russian 
support. Thus a split within the Western alliance as well 
as between the Americans and the Russians is bound to 
occur, and Milosevic is clever enough to make use of 
that. 


ht is no secret that the Muslims accept the Dayton 
peace agreement only reluctantly. The disastrous conse- 
quences of the terrible trawmatization will slowly come 
to the surface now, 


How should a community come to terms with the burden 
of tens of thousands of raped women, brutally killed 
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men, and hundreds of blasted mosques? How will the 
Muslims handle the loss and destruction of their most 
beautiful and “most Muslim” towns of Visegrad, Voca, 
and Srebrenica? Must this not lea. to a hatred that even 
all the wealth of the West will not be able to control? 


The final question is: What wili happen if Western 
soldiers should be killed in skirmishes and terrorist 
attacks during the NATO operation in Bosnia? Will the 
alliance, will the Americans, and — last but not least 
— will the Germans remain firm, or will they throw in 
the towel and flee in panic? 


Escaping or holding out — 


Notes Suggest BND Involvement in Plutonium Deal 


AU1312124395 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 13 Dec 95 p1 


[Report by “deu.”: “BND Was Involved in Arranging 
Pluton*“m Smuggling From Moscow; Secret Service 
Notes Support Statements by Undercover Agent”] 


{FBIS Translated Text} Contrary to assertions by Bernd 
Schmidbauer (Christian Democratic Union), who coor- 
dinates the secret services at the Chancellor's Office, the 
Federal Government was informed at an early stage that 
the smuggling of plutonium from Moscow to Munich on 
10 August 1994 was staged by the German authorities. 
A file from the Foreign Ministry proves that. Moreover, 
notes of the Federal Intelligence Service [BND] contain 
numerous hints that support the spectacular allegations 
leveled by the undercover agent “Rafa” [Rafael Ferreras) 
against the BND and the Bavarian Office of C:iminal 
Investigation before the Bonn investigation committee. 
The documents s!.ow that Schmidbauer was to have paid 
a fee to the undercover agent. 


A note for Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel and the other 
members of the leadership of the Foreign Ministry on 
the “fight against nuclear smuggling” reads, referring to 
the seizure of the 363 grams of plutonium at Munich 
airport: “What is problematic is that this case — the 
BND also made statements to this effect — was not only 
uncovered but largely arranged by our services.” The 
note is dated 11 October 1994, which was a few days 
before the Bundestag election. The politician who is 
responsible for the BND, Schmidbauer, stressed before 
the elections: “I put my hand into the fire for the BND. 
It did not act as a purchaser of illegally off.red nuclear 
material.” Schmidbauer defended the BND members 
on Tuesday [12 December] and declared his readiness 
“wo testify Lefore the Bundestag plutonium in -stigation 
committee at any time.” 


The Spaniard Rafael Ferreras, former undercover agent 
for the BND, served as a link between German agents 


there is no third possibility. 
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and the gang of smugglers. Ferreras stated at the Bun- 
destag plutonium investigating committee, among other 
things, that the BND did not keep its financial promises. 
Several BND docvments hint that Schmidbauer himself 
was responsible for that. He held back the payments, 
also with a view to the Bundestag elections. Accord- 
ing to a BND note dated 5 September 1994, Ferreras 
was isformed that “the final size of his premium will 
be determined at the pctitical level. The BND office in 
Madrid has in the meantime stressed the great politi- 
cal significance of this case. Thus, the payment of the 
premium is a political matter. The decision will not be 
made at our house.” 


Another report, signed by BND department head 
Matthias Hochfeld, also deals with Ferreras’ fee. He 
suggested on 21 September 1994 that Ferreras “should 
be informed that a decision on the premium will be 
made at the political level, where the service has no 
influence at all.” The reason Hochfeld cited was that 
the plutonium smuggling was “indirectly an issue in the 
election campaign” and that the “possible disclosure 
of the paymeat of a premium ... might have negative 
consequences on the Federal government, the BND,” 
and the trial against the pluionium smugglers at the 
regional court in Munich. 


Documents show that, in return for the premium, the 
BND tried to induce Ferreras to make a statement at 
the Public Presecutor’s Office in Munich. Since he 
first refused, the BND increased the its offer from 
$0,000 to 100,000 German marks [DM]. According to 
a BND note of 4 October 1994, the “Bavarian authori- 
ties” also planned “to apply for a reward worth another 
0M 100,000" for Ferreras. However, “the problem arises 
here that, because of the high amount, approval by sev- 
eral instances outside the Bavarian Office of Criminal 
Investigation is necessary. It cannot be ruled out that 
the media will ‘carn about that. In that case, the alle- 
gation of ‘instigation’ (to the smuggling of plutonium) 
might be constructed, which would have a negative im- 
pact on the outcome of the trial and seriously damage all 
authorities and persons involved.” For this reason, “the 
Office of Criminal Investigation is considering waiting 
with the application until the first instance of the main 
trial is concluded and, as a compensation, paying inter- 
est for the reward retroactively as of 10 August 1994,” 
the BND continues. Ferreras stated in Bonn that, after 
being interrogated during the trial in Munich in June 
1995, he was led to a “minister” who assured him that 
all his financial claims would be fulfilled. 


Andreas Schmidt, chairman of the Bundestag group of 
the Christian Democratic Union/Christian Social Union 
in the plutonium investigation committee, rejected a 
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special session of the committee before the end of this 
week because of Ferreras’ statements. 


Schmidbauer, BND Denial 


AU1312112795 Munich ARD Television Network 
in German 2130 GMT 12 Dec 95 


{Interview with Bernd Schmidbauer, minister in the 
Chancellor's Office and intelligence coordinator, by 
Rolf Scheller in Bonn on 12 December — recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Text] (Scheller] Last Friday (8 De- 
cember), Ferreras Fernandez, known as Rafa, the liaison 
man of the Federal Intelligence Service [BND], testified 
before the Bundestag plutonium investigation commit- 
tee under a strict camera ban, and seriously incrimi- 
nated his former employer, the BND. The essence of 
his testimony: The BND itself had staged the disputed 
plutonium deal — a reproach that brings intelligence 
coordinator Schmidbauer into the limelight. 
[Schmidbauer] The BND denied this sharply today, and 
has reserved the right to take legal action against such 
allegations. I must assume that staff members of the 
service make correct statements, and this is what I do 
assume. I cannot permit all employees to be defamed 
and suspected of being involved only because of the 
testimony of one witness. 


[Scheller] Do you know of the Foreign Ministry doc- 
ument of October 1994, made available to SUED- 
DEUTSCHE ZEITUNG, in which a senior official, in a 
note for Foreign Minister Kinkel, describes it as prob- 
lematic that the BND, quote, not only uncovered the 
case but even largely brought it about? 
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[Schmidbauer] These are the dreams of those who 
took this confidential paper out of the investigation 
committee and handed it to the press, but it is well 
known that such things happen, and I have seen the 
document. 


[Scheller] Schmidbauer resolutely rejects the more far- 
reaching charge in this note, that Schmidbauer person- 
ally made sure that Rafa was paid. 


{[Schmidbauer] This paper says nothing at all about 
my involvement or about the payment of Rafa, since I 
have always stressed that I have nothing to do with the 
payment of liaison people. Nothing will change about 
this. On the other hand, there is a very simple procedure; 
namely, the author of the note, which is in the hands 
of the investigation committee, should be invited as 
a witness, and he should give his interpretation to 
the committee. I am absolutely certain that, then, the 
opposite of what was said in the past will be said. 


{Scheller] The Social Democratic Party of Germany 
[SPD] is now demanding precise information. Accord- 
ing to Committee member Peter Struck, SPD, Schmid- 
bauer should testify before the investigation committee 
immediately. 

[Struck] What he has said on the plutonium affair is 
in stark contrast to the statements of Rafa, who also 
quotes BND staff members. The BND and Minister 
in the Chancellor's Office Schmidbauer themselves 
engineered the deal and ordered the smuggling of the 
plutonium to Munich. This is the serious charge, and if 
he cannot produce convincing evidence to the contrary, 
he must resign. 
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Chirac: Bosnian Conflict To Leave ‘Deep Wound’ 
BR1412110195 Paris AFP ix French 
1044 GMT 14 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text) Paris, 14 Dec (AFP) — Opening 
the ceremony of the signing of the Bosnia peace 
accord, President Jacques Chirac said on Thursday [14 
December] that the “fury of horror (in Bosnia) will leave 
a deep wound in the heart of Europe.” 


“The hope that is arising now for all the peoples of the 
former Yugoslavia will not make us forget the 200,000 
people who died during the conflict, the worst one since 
World War Il,” he added, addressing the signatories to 
the peace accord. 


President Jacques Chirac called upon the states of the 
former Yugoslavia to “become reconciled,” and urged 
the leaders of these countries to “turn the page of war 
and hatred.” 


“The restoration of a durable peace will lie first with the 
states and the communities of the region. | call upon 
their leaders to turn the page of war and hatred. | invite 
them to write the chapter of reconciliation together,” he 
said while encouraging them to be inspired by “the great 
lesson that Chancellor Adenauer and General de Gaulle 
taught us.” 


“We are now making the peoples of the former Yu- 
goslavia a promise of peace. However, real peace still 
has to be achieved in the souls and in the hearts,” he 
added. 


De Charette: Bosnia Peace Not U.S. ‘Product’ 


AU1412102095 Paris AFP in English 
1002 GMT 14 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Paris, Dec 14 (AFP) — French 
Foreign Minister Herve de Charette said Thursday that 
France would not allow the NATO force implementing 
the peace in Bosnia to be made to look ridiculous as 
UN troops sometimes were. 


Speaking on Radio Monte Carlo, de Charette said there 
could well be “incidents” in the application of the 
accord brokered in Dayton, Ohio, last month. But “the 
Atlantic Alliance's troops will not do what the blue 
berets (UN troops) did, that is, nothing. We will be there 
to contribute to the restoration of peace, but we will not 
jet the Atlantic Alliance's troops be made a mockery of 
as was the case in the past.” 


He said that he had had to “battle” for the signing 
ceremony to be held in Paris, because “the Americans’ 
idea was to doing everything in Washington.” 


“We had to make it clear that France was the country 
most involved with the crisis in former Yugoslavia, 
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which has paid the heaviest price in this war, with 58 
dead and nearly 600 injured. All that justifies the peace 
treaty being signed in Paris.” 

In a separate interview with the BBC, he refuted the 
idea that peace had only been possible thanks to the 
Americars. 


“The possibility of peace depended first of all on the 
change of the French attitude in Bosnia. We asked for 
the creation of the rapid reaction force in June,” he said. 
“The peace is not an American product, it's a product 
of all of us.” 


Asked whether he thought the peace would hold in 
Bosnia, he replied “I hope so, but I'm not sure.” 


“The peace will depend on the population and the local 
politicians in Bosnia-Herzegovina. If they really want 
peace, they will have peace.” 


He said he was “confident” but not sure whether the 
NATO forces being deployed in Bosnia would be able 
to pull out after a year, as is demanded by the U.S. 
Senate. “We arrive all together, and in my opinion we 
will leave all together.” 


Wary Over Treaty Implementation 
LD1412103895 Paris Radio Monte Carlo in French 
0647 GMT 14 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Announcer Jean-Claude 
Bourret] The guest of Philippe Lacousterle is French 
Foreign Minister Herve de Charette. Good morning, 
Philippe. 

{Lacousterle] Good morning, Jean-Claude. 

[Bourret] Good morning, minister. 

[De Charette] Good morning. [passage omitted] 


{Lacousterle] Mr. De Charette, France is going to sign 
the famous Paris accords later on this morning. Did you 
have to struggle for them to be signed in Paris? 


[De Charette] Yes, oh yes, I can tell you it was not 
obvious, at least from the point of view of our excellent 
American friends who, | believe, would have liked 
everything to take place in Washington. It is true we 
had to negotiate and struggle to put a simple message 
across, that France is the country that was most involved 
in the crisis in the former Yugoslavia. That horrendous 
and tragic civil war took the heaviest toll from France 
— 120... [pauses] 58 dead and nearly 600 wounded 
over four years of civil war. France also played a most 
significant part in the peace negotiations. | think that all 
this justifies the fact that these treaties, this peace treaty, 
should be signed in Paris. 
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{Lacoustezie} Concerning the future, does this give 
tation of the treaty? 

[De Charette] Let me tell you that France is a great 
power. Its role, its duty, its mission is to be concerned 
with what is happening anywhere in the world. With 
things happening in Europe itself, less than two hours 
away from Paris, of course we have always felt we had a 
prominent role to play, a special responsibility, whether 
people like it or not, whatever the price, whatever the 
cost. We had to do it, we did it, and we shall continue 
doing it. 

{Lacousterle}] What is your feeling, on behalf of France, 
Mr. De Charette, when these accords are signed? Do 
you think you will be signing sound accords, or are you 
perplexed and concerned over their implementation? 


[De Charette] I must admit that there is some anxiety. 
Let’s say that it is the story of the giass that is half 
full and the glass that is half empty. Concerning these 
negotiations, I think we did everything possible to 
provide conditions for peace, but what matters now is 
how it is implemented. This depends on two things. 
Quite obviously, it depends on the participation of 
the international community. Efforts have not been 
spared: 60,000 men under the command of the Atlantic 


E 


y the game; that is, are able to turn the page. This is 
not so easy after a civil war. 


Hue 
ue 
F ane 
re gee 
Tuite 
a 
Lacey 


i 
i 
i 


FBIS-WEU-95-240 
14 December 1995 


so that relations between the two parts of Sarajevo 
can be restored through specific measures designed 
to bolster trust and peace. I can tell you that Cari 
Bildt, our mediator who has now become che high 
representative of the international community, is going 
to go to Sarajevo on a mission over the next few days to 
look into measures designed to bolster trust and peace. 
We have very detailed ideas. Our mission right now is 
to reassure the Sarajevo Serbs by telling them: You will 
see, you will be protected, you will be able to live in 
peace and {0 go about your daily business. Everyone 
should be able to restore relations with others. 


{Lacousterle] Is it likely, Mr. De Charette, that it will be 
necessary to resort to force one day to have the signed 
accords implemented? 


[De Charette] There may well be some incidents, of 
course, and it is quite clear the Atlantic Alliance forces 
are not going to do what UN troops did: that is, nothing. 
We shall be there to contribute to the restoration of 
peace, but we shall not allow the Atlantic Alliance 
forces to be defied and ridiculed as was the case in 


the past. 
{Lacousterle] Good luck, minister. 
[De Charette] Thank you. 


{Lacousterle] Thank you for being with us. Have a nice 
day. 


Dealing Over Bosnian War Criminals Pondered 
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[Article by Xavier Gautier: “Safe-Conduct For General 
Mladic? This Was One of the Conditions Imposed by 
the Bosnian Serb Commander For the Release of the 
Pilots”) 

{[FBIS Translated Text] “France did not make any 
concessions whatsoever regarding its principles,” French 
Foreign Minister Herve de Charette reiterated, once 
again denying that the government had done a deal 
with the Bosnian Serbs to secure the release of the two 
French pilots. 


At the end of the working meeting held in Royau- 
mont between the members of the West's Contact Group 
and those of the Islamic Conference, a joint statement 
was released which insisted on “the need to establish a 
durable peace and reconstruct a united Bosnia which 
respects the rights of all its communities, and is a 
sovereign state within internationally recognized bor- 
ders, with Sarajevo as its capital.” 


But the Serbs in some quarters of Sarajevo have just 
rejected the reunification of the city in a referendum, 
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with 98.7 percent of them saying no. In order to 
secure the pilots’ release, General Mladic had demanded 
that Paris support the establishment in Sarajevo of an 
autonomous Serbian authority. This would have meant 
making plans for two distinct sets of public services, 
for water, gas, and electricity — in other words the de 
facto division of the capital. 


“At Each Other’s Throats” 


The Bosnian Serb commander also wanted the West to 
guarantee that “Serbia would never have to hand over a 
single Bosnian Serb to the War Crimes Tribunal in The 
Hague.” Mladic and Radovan Karadzic, president of the 
“Republic” of Pale, are the top two names on the list 
in The Hague as the men responsible for the massacres 
committed in Srebrenica in July. 


However, as one member of a country belonging to 
the Organization of Islamic states revealed yesterday 
morning, the two contact groups were “at each other's 
throats.” Another delegate, this time from the Maghreb 
countries, claimed that some participants wanted the 
final statement to include the commitment on the part 
of the international community “to lend its support to 
any applications for extradition issued by the tribunal, 
or CFI [Court of First Instance] in The Hague.” 


FRANCE 15 


Russia, which Mr. de Charette again thanked for its 
assistance in securing the pilots’ release, insisted that 
this wording be dropped. So all the text does is call 
upon “the parties to cooperate fully” with the CFI. 
Should this semantic compromise be linked to the return 
of the two French pilots? After all, supposedly the 
negotiations revolved a great deal around the problem 
of safe-conduct that Gen. Mladic demanded for himself 
and his people. 

There are precedents. According to Western diplomatic 
sources in Belgrade, some propagandists responsible for 
ethnic cleansing were issued with tourist visas to go to 
the EU member states. For instance, the former CEO of 
Serbian television, Milorad Vucelic, who was officially 
invited to the Cannes Film Festival in his capacity as 
the coproducer of the film “Underground,” the film 
for whick; Emir Kusturica won the “Palme d'Or,” 
took advantage of his situation to stay in France for 
several months. Turned down since by Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic, Vucelic recently submitted a new 
application, this time for a long-term visa. He now wants 
to settle in Normandy or Brittany. 
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